
August 23, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

August 23, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny 

Turner presiding. Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene 

Teague, Mark Stroud, and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Police Chief Sean Dunn, and Commissioner of 

Revenue Ruth Easley.    

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council 

Member Stroud, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Council Member Hodge, aye; Council 

Member Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Stroud, aye; and Mayor 

Turner, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

appointments to Boards and Commissions as authorized by Subsection 1 and (B) consultation 

with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to 

actual or probably litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal 

advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  Council returned to Chambers 

announcing that they would return to Closed Session at the end of the Council meeting to 

complete discussions. 

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Bowles and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor 

Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the August 9, 2016 Council Meeting – Teague made 

a motion to approve the minutes; motion was seconded by Bowles with a 5-0 Council vote in 

favor.   

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards – July 1 through 

September 30, 2016 - City Manager Towarnicki read the names of those employees receiving 

service recognition and thanked the Mayor and Vice Mayor for attending the Service Award 

ceremony on Monday.   
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Consider adoption of a resolution setting the allocation percentage for personal property 

tax relief for qualifying vehicles in the City of Martinsville for tax year 2016 – Commissioner of 

Revenue Ruth Easley stated this is an annual housekeeping measure and she requested that 

resolution be adopted by Council.  The annual percentage allocation is capped per location 

and every year it will fluctuate as the fleet and assessment grows.  Bowles confirmed for the 

citizens that this is not an allocation set by the city but by the Commonwealth.  Bowles made 

a motion to adopt the resolution as presented, Hodge seconded the motion.  Roll call vote of 5-

0: Hodge, aye; Turner, aye; Stroud, aye; Teague, aye; and Bowles, aye. 

 

Hear an update from the Martinsville-Henry County Economic Development 

Corporation – Mark Heath of the EDC updated Council on work and activities handled by the 

EDC including tourism, small business events and awards, research and marketing/recruiting 

as well as the unemployment rates for Martinsville and Henry County.  The water slide at the 

Smith River Sports Complex was installed a little late in the season but the driving range has 

been popular with the community.  Heath presented a PowerPoint presentation to Council 

regarding the CAFM training and internship opportunity, a 28-credit course taught over two 

semesters at Patrick Henry Community College. Bowles asked if the program could be offered 

through the schools as a dual enrollment option.  Heath said that they had discussed this 

possibility as well as other options. Heath updated Council on the available lots and buildings 

at the Patriot Center as well as available lots at Commonwealth Crossing.  Mayor Turner asked 
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about the comparison done by Blue Ridge Outdoor Magazine, Towarnicki said he had not 

heard an update this year.  Heath said he would check with Jennifer Doss.  Turner asked if 

I73 access would be a consideration for interested parties of the Patriot Center. Hodge asked 

about finding skilled employees for specific employers like Eastman Film. Heath said that the 

EDC is working to train those people needed in the specific skills that want to work. Turner 

asked what the issue is in finding qualified workers.  Heath said it’s a combination of factors 

and it’s part of the EDC’s effort to find employers willing to pay higher salaries to draw 

qualified workers. Bowles said it was good to see that unemployment rates are down and she 

thanked him for the Big Dipper waterslide and discounted rates.  Bowles suggested a Snap 

Chat filter for promoting Martinsville tourism to millennials.   

Hear finance report – Linda Conover explained the finance reports to Council explaining 

that numbers are not final until the annual audit process is complete. Hodge made a motion 

to approve the finance report as presented; Teague seconded the motion with all members 

voting in favor. 
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Teague made a motion to approve the consent 

agenda as presented; Bowles seconded the motion with all members voting in favor. 

 

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Stroud announced the arrival 

of his first granddaughter Ember Noelle Stroud and said mother and baby are both doing well.  

Teague requested an update from New College Institute.  Bowles congratulated two new 

businesses for having their grand opening and invited the public to an event being held at 

Osborne Baptist Church.  Stroud said he would be having surgery on his hip but plans to be 

at the next Council meeting.  
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Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki announced the Dental Clinic would be 

celebrating their 10th year anniversary.  He stated that Martinsville does not have an 

employment problem, it’s more of a participation problem, explaining there are several jobs 

available that pay well but the participation at the job fairs are very low.  He questions how to 

get people in the community interested in participating in the programs to train for skilled 

positions.    

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Patrick H. Wright, 1201 Spruce Village said 

Radar Bus drivers had expressed concern about City roads needing repair.  Ural Harris, 217 

Stewart St requests an update on the medical school.  Turner explained that it is an ongoing 

negotiation and the City is looking out for the taxpayers.   

There being no further business, Council returned to Closed Session at 8:33pm. 

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made 

by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles, with the following 5-0 recorded 

vote in favor to return to Open Session: Hodge, aye; Turner, aye; Teague, aye; Bowles, aye; and 

Stroud, aye. 

A motion was made by Mayor Turner to appoint Artis Law to the School Board; Council 

Member Hodge seconded the motion.  Motion failed with a 2-3 vote.  Turner, aye; Hodge, aye, 

Bowles, nay; Teague, nay; and Stroud, nay. 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Bowles to appoint Donna Dillard to the School 

Board; Council Member Stroud seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion. 

A motion was made by Council Member Hodge to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 

Vice Mayor Bowles with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 

10:15pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   

 


